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After watching the YouTube video "Jewelle Gomez" by SanFranciscoPride (2018), I could not agree more with Jewelle Gomez's sentiments that her writing helps people live in the world. Particularly, the story "Don't Explain" focuses on the LGBT community, thus enabling them to live in the world mainly because they are normally subjected to hate, rejection and ridicule. Being that Jewelle Gomez is a black lesbian feminist, her themes mostly focus on eroticism, race, racial and sexual identity, and acceptance of black lesbians in the community, class and gender hierarchy. In this story, she challenges what is considered a normal authority in society in gathering characters who overcome the community's conclusions and eventually accept themselves and embrace their own identities. Therefore, Jewelle Gomez's work aims at helping the LGBT society live in the current harsh world.
I agree with Jewelle Gomez's sentiments that in her story, the main character is depicted struggling to accept herself. Later on, when she finally meets a friend who eventually shows her that it is okay to embrace her uniqueness and acquaints her with other women who embrace the very thing that she was afraid to express, she becomes more confident about herself. Therefore, I believe that readers, especially those from the LGBT society who experience similar circumstances, would be more compelled to leave their shells and feel more confident in themselves. Furthermore, they get the feeling of protection and a sense of belonging; thus, Jewelle Gomez's work encourages them to live their best lives.
Contrastingly, every writer has their unique way of writing because variations can be seen in different works. Different writers have different audiences; thus, they think and formulate the most suitable forms of reaching out to their audiences. However, in the case of the story "Don't Explain," the quality shown by Gomez is unique to queer writing because her main focus is on encouraging her audience, who are mostly from the LGBT community, to come out and feel confident in themselves (C BC, 2014). The queer form of writing enhances Jewelle Gomez’s story and finds forms that resonate with her LGBT audience.
To conclude, I do not think there is anything unique in Jewelle Gomez's writing outside sexual orientation. Being a black lesbian feminist, her work revolves around helping the LGBT society gain confidence in themselves and live a free life free from discrimination. Despite the predominant sexual orientation approach to her writing, readers are also introduced to one small variation in her approach, particularly on the black lesbian community. Finally, although the LGBT community can sometimes be unpredictable in the sense that cheating might occur, some of them choose to ignore just like Billie Holiday's in her song "Don't Explain." She says love endures; thus, there is no need to explain cheating incidences.
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